
 

DANIEL T. NAGASAWA, M.D. 

EDUCATION 

University of California, Los Angeles 
Residency training in Neurological Surgery- Chief rotations completed 6/2018 

Kaiser Permanente- Los Angeles Medical Center 
Enfolded Complex Spine Fellowship (Dr. Brara and Dr. Rahman) 8/2018-6/2019 
Graduation date: June 2019 

Educational Experiences and Honors:  

• UC Irvine Grand Rounds: “Quality Improvements in Neurosurgery” - November 2018 
• Featured article in AANS Neurosurgeon (Volume 26, Number 4, 2017) 
• Council of State Neurosurgical Societies: Socioeconomic Resident Fellow Southwest Quadrant (2017-2018) 

➢ Neurotrauma and Emergency Neurosurgery Committee 
➢ Isolated Transverse Process Fracture Guideline Initiative 

• Excellence in Teaching with Humanism: Residents and Fellows Award (2014) 
• Resident Quality Award (2016)- Transverse Process Fracture Management Service Agreement 
• Longmire Surgical Society Scientific Day Award and Presenter (2013, 2017, 2018) 
• Membership in the Congress of Neurological Surgeons [CNS] (2011-Present), American Association of Neurolog-

ical Surgery [AANS] (2011-Present), North American Spine Society [NASS] (2014- Present), California Associa-
tion of Neurological Surgeons [CANS] (2012-Present) 

• Neurosurgery Researcher (UCLA, 2010-Present) 
➢Presentations at CNS (2011), SNO (2011), WSMRF (2012), NASBS (2012), AANS (2012, 2014) 
➢American Brain Tumor Association Medical Student Summer Fellowship (2011) 

• Chicago Board Review Course (2016, 2017) 
• Dr. Kenneth M. Earle Memorial Neuropathology and Washington Neuroradiology Review Courses (2017) 
• Completed 10-week graduate course in Ethics related to Human Research 
• Assistance with live demonstration in Microsoft’s Virtual Reality event co-hosted by Fox, in collaboration with 

Surgical Theater (2015) 
• Assistance with Brain Tumor Awareness video for: “The Doctors” (2013) 
• Fluoroscopy Supervisor and Operator Permit (2016-Present) 
• BLS and ACLS Certified 
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Teaching, Mentorship, and Volunteer Work 

• Guest Speaker at West Coast Medical Student Neurosurgery Camp; University of Southern California (2019)  
• AANS- UCLA Medical Student Chapter Co-Founder and Chapter Advisor (2017) 
• UCLA MS IV Neurosurgical Anatomy and Procedures Cadaver Lab (2014/2015/2018) 
• Featured in Prospective Doctor, a premier website to provide access to accurate healthcare information (2014) 
• AMSA-Mentor for undergraduate and medical students (2010- Present) 

➢ Suturing workshop (2013/2015) 
• Resident panel for 1st/2nd year medical students during their Neurology/ Neurosurgery block (2014, 2015, 2016)

 

• Lead MSII PBL Sessions (2015) 
• Three Pilars, One University [Cerebral Palsy, Autism, and Downs Syndrome with Student Athletes] (2013) 
• Founder and active member of UC Irvine Neurosurgery Interest Group (2011-Present) 

Quality Improvement Initiatives 

• Outcome Prediction Model for Risk Stratification of Spine Procedures using Kaiser Spine Registry (Non-union 
rates, PEEK rod efficacy) 

• Predictive Model for Risk Stratification of patients presenting with a Potential Spinal Epidural Abscess 
• Service Agreement: Management Guidelines for Isolated Transverse Process Fractures  

➢ (UCLA Ronald Reagan Hospital, Kaiser LAMC, Harbor UCLA Medical Center) 
• Liposomal Marcaine for improved postoperative pain, reduced LOS, and decreased opiate requirements 
• Fluoroscopy Examination Preparation Guide 
• Residency curriculum design 
• Patient discharge efficiency and effectiveness initiatives 
• Patient discharge prescriptions initiatives 
• Sodium Check Frequency for Elective Cranial Tumor Patients on Hypertonic Saline 
• Standardized Order Set Protocol 
• Development of Standardized Quick Orders 
• Management Protocol for Liver Failure Patients with Intracranial Hemorrhage 
• R2 Survival Guide 
• Department technological upgrades 
• Resident Work Environment Optimization Initiative 
• Multidiscipinary Communication Optimization Initiative 
• NPO ≥ 2h for liquids at VA 

University of California, Irvine School of Medicine 
Doctor of Medicine, June 2012 

Educational Experiences and Honors:  

• Graduation with Distinction in Research (2012) 
• Graduation with Distinction in Arts and Humanities (2012) 
• Neuroanatomy lectures to medical students (UCLA, 2011) 
• Volunteer at Neurosurgical Clinic and Gamma Knife center (Hoag Hospital, 2007-2010)  
• Neurological Surgery Sub-Internships at UC Irvine (2010), UC San Francisco (2010), 

UC Los Angeles (2011) and University of Southern California (2011) 
• Honors in Neuroscience (2008) 
• Miles for Hope brain tumor fundraiser (2011) 
• Heroes of Hope Race for Brain Tumor Research fundraiser (2011) 
• Emergency Medicine Interest Group; Officer of Finance (2007-2010) 
• Assistance with development of Emergency Medicine online teaching module 
• Featured in a PhD Candidate’s Dissertation (2009) 
• Plexus Magazine and Gala Auction (2007-2012) 
• Native American Health Fair (2008) 
• Founder of Medical Athletes (2007) 



University of California, Berkeley 
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology, May 2005 

GPA: 3.7 
Honors: Department Honors; Lifetime Membership in the Psi Chi National Honor Society  
Honors Thesis: “Attachment and Exploration” 
Activities:  
• Division I Football Player for the California Golden Bears (Wide Receiver) 
• Research Assistant in Cognitive-Behavioral Psychology with fMRI lab emphasis 
• Research Assistant in Personality Psychology 
• Mental Health Group Therapy Co-Leader at a Dual-Diagnostic Clinic 
• Kappa Sigma Fraternity   

RESEARCH      H-INDEX:16 

Publications (Peer Reviewed) 

1. Phillips HW, Chen JS, Wilson B, Udawatta M, Prashant G, Nagasawa D, Yang I. Social Media Use for Profes-
sional Purposes in the Neurosurgical Community: A Multi-Institutional Study. World Neurosurg. 2019 May 24. 
pii: S1878-8750(19)31431-7. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2019.05.154. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 31132504  

2. Udawatta M, Ng E, Westley Phillips H, Chen JS, Wilson B, Prashant GN, Nagasawa DT, Yang I. Age-related 
differences in social media use in the neurosurgical community: A multi-institutional study. Clin Neurol Neuro-
surg. 2019 May;180:97-100. doi: 10.1016/j.clineuro.2019.03.027. Epub 2019 Apr 1. PMID: 30953974  

3. Hu TY, Peeters SM, Nagasawa DT, Kamdar NV, Brook RP, Sun J, Park S, Moreland NC, Cruz D, Macyszyn L, 
Press MC. Cangrelor Bridging Within 6 Months of a Drug-Eluting Stent in a Patient for Emergency Cervical 
Spine Surgery: A Case Report. A A Pract. 2019 Mar 6. doi: 10.1213/XAA.0000000000000994. [Epub ahead of 
print] PMID:30864953  

4. Attiah M, Tucker AM, Niu T, Nagasawa DT, Kodrat E, Martin NA, Nelson S. Epithelioid Osteoblastoma of the 
Temporal Bone: A Case Report. World Neurosurg. 2018 Dec 3. pii: S1878-8750(18)32768-2. doi: 10.1016/
j.wneu.2018.11.209. [Epub ahead of print] No abstract available. PMID: 30521959 

5. Lagman C, Sheppard JP, Beckett JS, Tucker AM, Nagasawa DT, Prashant GN, Ziman A, Yang I. Red Blood Cell 
Transfusions Following Resection of Skull Base Meningiomas: Risk Factors and Clinical Outcomes. J Neurol 
Surg B Skull Base. 2018 Dec;79(6):599-605. doi: 10.1055/s-0038-1651502. Epub 2018 May 14. PMID: 
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6. Chung LK, Lagman C, Duong C, Nagasawa DT, Tucker AM, Yong WH, Yang I. Dermoid Cyst of the Prepontine 
Cistern and Meckel's Cave: Illustrative Case and Systematic Review. J Neurol Surg B Skull Base. 2018 Apr;
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7. Lagman C, Nagasawa DT, Azzam D, Sheppard JP, Chen CHJ, Ong V, Nguyen T, Prashant GN, Niu T, Tucker 
AM, Kim W, Kaldas FM, Pouratian N, Busuttil RW, Yang I. Survival Outcomes After Intracranial Hemorrhage in 
Liver Disease. Oper Neurosurg (Hagerstown). 2018 May 15. doi: 10.1093/ons/opy096. [Epub ahead of print] 
PMID: 29767779 

8. Lagman C, Sheppard JP, Romiyo P, Nguyen T, Prashant GN, Nagasawa DT, Liau LM, Yang I. Risk factors for 
platelet transfusion in glioblastoma surgery. J Clin Neurosci. 2018 Feb 13. pii: S0967-5868(17)31831-3. doi: 
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S1878-8750(18)30295-X. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2018.02.025. [Epub ahead of print]. PMID: 29452322 

10. Lagman C, Nagasawa DT, Mukherjee D, Patil CG, Duong DH, McBride DQ, Yang I. Hispanic and African 
American adult brain tumor patients treated at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center compared to Los Angeles County 
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11. Niu T, Tucker AM, Nagasawa DT, Bergsneider M. Solitary Aggregatibacter aphrophilus tectal abscess in an im-
munocompetent patient. Surg Neurol Int. 2017 Oct 24;8:257. doi: 10.4103/sni.sni_211_17. eCollection 2017. 
PMID: 29184708 

12. Duong C, Nguyen T, Sheppard JP, Ong V, Chung LK, Nagasawa DT, Yang I. Genomic and Molecular Character-
ization of Brain Tumors in Asian and Non-Asian Patients of Los Angeles: A Single Institution Analysis. Brain 
Tumor Res Treat. 2017 Oct;5(2):64-69. doi: 10.14791/btrt.2017.5.2.64. Epub 2017 Oct 31. PMID: 29188206 

13. Lagman C, Rai K, Chung LK, Nagasawa DT, Beckett JS, Tucker AM, Yang I. Fatal Colloid Cysts: A Systematic 
Review. World Neurosurg. 2017 Aug 8. pii: S1878-8750(17)31284-6. doi: 10.1016/j.wneu.2017.07.183. [Epub 
ahead of print] Review. PMID: 28801184 
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28175807 
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tive primary motor cortex contusion causing isolated foot drop. Surg Neurol Int. 2016 Nov 9;7(Suppl 28):S756-
S758. PMID: 27904756 

25. Chung L, Ung N, Nagasawa D, Pelargos P, Thill K, Gopen Q, Yang I, Clinical Outcomes of Middle Fossa Cran-
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28. Voth B, Nagasawa DT, Pelargos PE, Chung LK, Ung N, Gopen Q, Tenn S, Kamei DT, Yang I. 
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surg Clin N Am. 2015 Apr;26(2):301-315. doi: 10.1016/j.nec.2014.11.017. Epub 2015 Jan 31. Review. PMID: 
25771286 

31. Pelargos PE, Nagasawa DT, Ung N, Chung LK, Thill K, Tenn S, Gopen Q, Yang I. Clinical characteristics and 
diagnostic imaging of cranial osteoblastoma. J Clin Neurosci. 2015 Mar;22(3):445-449. doi: 10.1016/j.jocn.
2014.10.002. Epub 2015 Jan 13. Review. PMID:25595957 

32. Yang I, Ung N, Chung LK, Nagasawa DT, Thill K, Park J, Tenn S. Clinical Manifestations of Central Neurocy-
toma. Neurosurg Clin N Am. 2015 Jan;26(1):5-10. doi: 10.1016/j.nec.2014.09.011. PMID:25432178 

33. Ooi Y, Tran P, Ung N, Thrill K, Trang A, Fong B, Nagasawa DT, Lim M, Yang I. The Role of Regulatory T-cells 
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multiforme: Treatment and management of an uncommon manifestation of disease. JNS: Spine 2012 Sep 7. 
[Epub ahead of print]. PMID: 22958073 
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doi: 10.1016/j.jocn.2012.02.007. Epub 2012 Jun 27. Review. PMID: 22743042 

44. Fong B,  Pezeshkian P, Nagasawa DT, De Salles A, Gopen Q, Yang I. Hearing preservation after LINAC radio-
surgery and LINAC radiotherapy for vestibular schwannomas. J Clin Neurosci. 2012 Aug;19(8):1065-70. doi: 
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